
 

 8th Grade  List 
 

Choose one of the following books. While reading, make annotations (notes) on the plot 
elements (main character, minor character, setting, problem, important  events, etc.) of each 
chapter and summarize the chapter.  You will be able to use your notes on your summer 
reading assessment. Please note that students taking Accelerated ELA must read the selection 
at the bottom of the list.  
 

     
 
ENDER’S GAME by Orson Scott Card 
“It's 2070, forty years since a devastating alien invasion was barely turned back, and the world 
is desperately searching for soldiers to lead them to victory when the "Buggers" come again. 
That's why they're drafting young children who pass a rigorous screening, and sending the best 
of them to the orbiting Battle School, where they are trained from childhood to be ready for war 
in the reaches of space. 
Into the unending pressure of military training comes six-year-old Andrew "Ender" Wiggin, who 
struggles to keep his humanity even as the adult teachers, rivals among his fellow students, and 
the strange unseen influence of the alien invaders all threaten either to destroy him or to make 
him into someone he can't bear to be” (http://www.angelfire.com/nh/kc/summary.html). 
  
THE DEVIL’S ARITHMETIC by Jane Yolen 
“Hannah Stern, an American-born Jewish adolescent, is uninterested in the culture, faith and 
customs of her relatives; however, Hannah begins to revaluate her heritage when she has a 
supernatural experience that transports her back to a Nazi death camp in 1941. There, she 
meets a young girl named Rivkah, a fellow captive in the camp. As Rivkah and Hannah struggle 
to survive in the face of daily atrocities, they form an unbreakable bond” 
(http://www.bookrags.com/studyguide-the-devils-arithmetic/#gsc.tab=0) . 
 
RULES OF THE ROAD by Joan Baur 
“Meet Jenna Boller, star employee at Gladstone Shoe Store in Chicago. Standing a gawky 5'11" 
at 16 years old, Jenna is the kind of girl most likely to stand out in the crowd for all the wrong 
reasons. But that doesn't stop Madeline Gladstone, the president of Gladstone's Shoes 176 
outlets in 37 states, from hiring Jenna to drive her cross country in a last ditch effort to stop 
Elden Gladstone from taking over his mother's company and turning a quality business into a 
shop-and-schlock empire. Now Jenna Boller shoe salesperson is about to become a shoe-store 
spy as she joins her crusty old employer for an eye-opening adventure that will teach them both 
the rules of the road and the rules of life”  
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/522493.Rules_of_the_Road . 
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Accelerated ELA Classes Students taking the accelerated ELA class must read the 
book described below.  This book will be the focus of our 1st Quarter studies.  
 
THE BOOK THIEF by Markus Zusak 
“It is 1939 in Nazi German. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who 
scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she 
can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and 
shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish 
man hidden in her basement” 
(https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/book-thief-markus-zusak/1100189892). 
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